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We have received from the author, F. C. Moore, vice-president 
of the Continental Fire Insurance Company, a copy of his most 
recent work, entitled: “ Unearned Premium ; a Treatise on Term 
Policies.” It is accompanied by a blank table showing unearned 
premium liability each month, to be filled out by a company from 
its own business. The text of the book is, to a considerable 
extent, explanatory of the table, but it is also instructive as to the 
functions of the unearned premium. It is essentially a practical 
work, designed for the instruction and guidance of all persons who 
have to deal with this factor of the fire insurance business. The 
book is handsomely printed and bound, and will no doubt be wel-- 
comed to the desks of all company managers. The accompanying 
table seems designed to simplify the work of keeping account of 
the unearned premium, and when properly filled out will enable 
the manager to see at a glance at any time just what the liability of 
his company is on this account. 





THE second annual report of Fire Marshal Charles W. Whit- 
comb, of Boston, which was made last week, is the work of a careful, 
earnest official and is worthy of more than passing attention. He 
discusses at length fires due to carelessness, in which list he puts 
over sixty-three per cent of the total number which occurred during 
the year, while twenty per cent are put down to the misuse of 
matches alone. He claims to have, by experiments with caged 
rats and matches, obtained conclusive proof that fires are started 
by the rodents gnawing them, a theory which has been vigorously 
disputed by some underwriters. In the light of Mr. Whitcomb’s 
experience, however, it would seem useless to longer doubt the 
truth of it, at least as far as the ordinary match is concerned, for 
the sweet phosphorus of which the rats have a liking. In one 
instance three witnesses saw a match seized by a rat and ignited 
by gnawing before it was dropped. After matches the most prolific 
cause of fires was kerosene. The Massachusetts laws forbids the 
sale of any oil which will ignite at under 120°, yet of seven 
samples obtained from dealers all took fire at from 94° to 97°. 
The fire marshal has no authority to prosecute in such cases, how- 
ever, so he reported the matter to the fire commissioners, when, lo ! 
the department inspectors examined the oils and pronounced them 
within the requirements. In treating of incendiarism Mr. Whit- 
comb credits it with five per cent of the total fires, and says that 
he has changed his opinion as to over-insurance being the chief 
cause of arson; he now believes malice to have most to do with 
it; spontaneous combustion he holds accountable for six per cent 
of the fires and nine and one-half per cent of the loss; steam-pipes 


THE SPECTATOR. 357 


started five fires. Defective building construction caused about 
four per cent of the fires of the year, and the marshal gives notice 
that in future where a fire is found to owe its origin to any viola- 
tion of the building laws in force at the time the structure was 
erected the names of the architect and builder will be published in 
the reports. Upon the whole the document, which covers the year 
ending May 1 last, shows a step in the direction of thoroughness 
which is highly commendable, and is calculated to be followed by 
good results. 


\ 





Jacoz L. Hatsey, vice-president of the Manhattan Life Insur- 
ance Company, said recently, while conversing on the rebate agita- 
tion: “ After thinking the subject over carefully since the late 
meeting of company representatives, I have made up my mind that 
the remedy for rebates rests with the life underwriters’ associations, 
formed and forming in the various cities. The managers of com- 
panies, it seems to me, have no right to interfere with the expendi- 
tures of agents’ commissions any more than with officers’ salaries. 
In most of the cities life underwriters’ associations are organized, 
and such associations are valuable. Now, let the life companies 
agree not to employ any person, agent or broker, who is not recog- 
nized in some way by the life underwriters’ associations in the 
locality where he solicits business. Such action wou!d eliminate 
from the business the casual agent or broker, whose services are of 
no benefit, and the ties of brotherhood among the respectable 
agents would be strengthened materially.” To reduce this sugges- 
tion to practice, the companies would necessarily have to agree 
that they would not recognize any agent who was not a member of 
some one of the agents’ associations, and those associations would 
have to devise some means of licensing or otherwise authorizing 
sub-agents and solicitors. This is substantially the plan that has 
been tried in fire underwriting by the brokers’ board of this city and 
similar organizations in other cities, and has failed. The companies 
have refused to commit themselves to the agreement. Will the life 
companies do so? The agents would, unquestionably, do their 
part, and would be glad of the opportunity to draw lines that would 
exclude from their ranks some agents and solicitors who are no 
credit to them, but they can only do so when the companies co- 
operate with them heartily and in good faith. 


Tue United Order of Honor, another of those exempted fraternal 
societies that transacts its business in secret, and keeps its mem- 
bers and the public in the dark as to its operations, has come to 
grief. A dispatch from Indianapolis says that the officers of the 
United Order of Honor, which has its headquarters in that city, 
are out of money. This order was founded from the wreck of the 
Independent Order of Workingmen, which came into existence in 
1875 and rapidly spread over the country. Frank C. Macbeth, 
president of the order, says that during that past few months the 
number of death claims presented has largely exceeded the ability 
of the order to pay, and the climax was reached on July ro, when 
the Missouri jurisdiction declined to pay assessments. Mr. Mac- 
beth added that the liabilities of the order were about $60,000, 
which will involve a per capita liability on the membership of $12 
to $20. The majority of the claimants live in New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio, District of Columbia, Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky. 
The laws of most of the States exempt fraternal and benevolent 
societies from making the annual report to the insurance officials 
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that is exacted from business organizations operating to the same 
end and in substantially the same manner, and also from official 
supervision. Life insurance companies, of whatever kind, are 
required to report their transactions once a year, under severe 
penalties for neglecting to do so, while these fraternal organizations 
formed expressly to insure lives or provide accident or sick indem- 
nity, receive and pay out millions of dollars every year without 
accounting to any one for it. Frequently the members themselves 
know nothing as to how the money they pay in is spent, but a 
little ring of officers hold star chamber meetings and dispose of it. 
As these organizations are chartered by the Sta'e, and prey upon 
the public, the State should compel them to give a public account 
of their transactions, and exercise sufficient surveillance over them 
to prevent such disaster as has overtaken the United Order of 
Honor, which seems to have been sadly misnamed, 





Amonc the suggestions made by George M. Coit on the ccca- 
sion of his election to the presidency of the New York Board of 
Fire Underwriters recently was one for an inspection bureau, to be 
conducted under the auspices of the New York board. His recom- 
mendation was referred to the committee on surveys, which com- 
mittee appointed Messrs. Coit, Yearance, Irving and Rowell as a 
sub-committee to examine into the matter and report. This sub- 
committee visited Boston and Philadelphia to examine into the 
workings of the inspection bureaus of those cities, and had frequent 
consultations with the underwriters here, as the result of which 
they presented a report fully endorsing the views of Mr. Coit, and 
submitting a plan for putting them into practical operation. The 
committee on surveys made their report to a full board last week. 
They recommend, in effect, the creation of an inspection bureau, 
consisting of a superintendent and fifteen inspectors, being eleven 
in addition to the four special inspectors already employed. These 
four are now engaged in connection with the electric light system, 
automatic alarms and sprinklers, storage stores andfurnaces. The 
eleven additional ones, it is proposed, shall be assigned by districts 
to make thorough and frequent inspections of the property in their 
respective localities. The cost of maintaining the bureau, it is 
recommended, shall be defrayed from the general fund of the New 
York board, to be assessed against the individual companies in 
proportion to their premium receipts. We have heretofore com- 
mented frequently upon the advantages of such an inspection 
bureau, and rejoice that the proposition bids fair to be put into 
practical operation. It is very generally conceded that the profits 
of the business of fire underwriting lie in protecting or improving 
the risks, inasmuch as the extreme competition in the business has 
tended to reduce rates and advance expenses, so that if profits are 
to be made they must come from a reduction of fire losses. Such 
reduction, it is believed, will be obtained through the improvements 
in risks that will result from thorough inspections. While it is 
true that inspections have been made heretofore, they have usually 
been at the expense of an individual company, and propertyowners 
pay little heed to recommendations made by the inspector, fre- 
quently preferring to cancel their policies in the company repre- 
sented by him to adopting his suggestions. An inspector, how- 
ever, who speaks for all the companies by authority would be very 
apt to command the attention of the propertyowners. The in- 

sured would also be saved much trouble and annoyance, having 
his premises inspected by one person instead of half a dozen or 
more representatives of individual companies. If the New York 


board adopts the recommendation of its committee, as it doubtless 
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will do, care will be exercised in the selection of superintendeny 
and inspectors so as to obtain men who are experts in this line gf 
business and can command the confidence of company Managers 
as well as propertyowners. Without such confidence, and unley 
the companies carry out the recommendations of the inspectors, 
canceling policies when the risks are not improved, as required 
the inspections will be of little value and scarcely more than ap 
added item of expense. 





THe Weekly Underwriter, noticing a meeting called to organiz 
an underwriters’ Harrison and Morton Club, pronounces the report 
of an interview with “a prominent underwriter” present at the 
meeting inaccurate and incorrect; and then announces that it 
“ judges ” that the underwriter interviewed was FE. R. Kennedy of 
Weed & Kennedy. Mr. Kennedy is not the person who gave the 
reporters the interview, and he declares the substance of it to be 
not only “incorrect,” but quite nonsensical. The incident illus. 
trates the method of The Weekly Underwriter. It dislikes a man, 
and therefore “ judges” that any foolishness going about without a 
sponsor must have been started by the obnoxious individual, 
Having started this misrepresentation about Mr. Kennedy without 
knowledge, the journal referred to will be ready by another week 
to swear to its invention as an actual truth, 


THE formation of numerous companies to conduct accident 
insurance upon the assessment plan has not only resulted in lessen. 
ing the cost of accident insurance to the individual, but it has 
given rise to innumerable attempts at fraud upcn the com- 
panies. Men who die natural deaths are alleged to have met 
with an accident which produced the fatal result, while others, con- 
fined to the house by rheumatism or some chronic disease, 
attribute their incapacity to work to some cause within the line of 
accidents, and so file a claim for the weekly indemnity specified 
in their policies. A case in point: An agent had been urginga 
man to take an accident policy, and, when he gave a half consent, 
forthwith filled out the application and himself signed the man’s name 
to it. In due time the policy was sent tothe agent, who delivered it 
to the man on his promising to pay the admission fee “shortly,” and 
assessments as they accrued. The person thus insured was taken 
with typhoid fever, from working in the water, and died. His heirs 
found the policy, issued to him in defiance of the rules of the 
company, for which he had never paid one cent, and made a claim 
upon the company for $5000, asserting that the deceased had 
strained himself while at work and so caused his death. No physi- 
cian would certify to this, but the death certificate declared that 
the man died of typhoid fever. Nevertheless, a young lawyer 
anxious for business has sued the company, and it is called upon to 
defend a fictitious claim under a policy that was never lawfully in 
force, for a clause in it distinctly provides that it shall not bein 
force until it has been paid for. All sorts of claims are being made 
for accident indemnity; any injury, of however trifling a nature, 
forms the basis of a claim. A workman takes it into his head that 
he would like to “loaf” for a week or two; so he cracks his finger 
with a hammer, ties it up in a sling, and enjoys a holiday. Meat- 
time, he has filed a claim for indemnity under his policy, in the 
belief that the company would rather pay him $25 or $50 than 
be threatened with a suit. This is, of course, all wrong on the 
part of the companies, for the payment of an unjust claim serves 
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gs an incentive to others to make them. The companies are 
paying out much more money for claims than they need to if they 
would adhere to the letter of their contracts, which is to indemnify 
aman for actual loss of time occasioned by accidents of which 
there is external evidence. That company that seeks to obtain a 
reputation for “ paying claims promptly,” without inquiry or inves- 
tigation, is likely to have more fraudulent claims presented than is 
healthy for itsexchequer. The only right and honorable way to do is 
to investigate carefully every claim made, pay promptly those that are 
supported by sufficient evidence, and to absolutely refuse to pay or 
compromise any claim that is not just and proper. The managers 
of assessment companies especially have no right to pay a fraudu- 
lent claim, for they are simply the custodians of a trust fund placed 
in their hands hy the members of their associations, to be used for 
the payment of legitimate claims, and they have no more right to 
pay a fraudulent one than they have to appropriate the money 
themselves. 








COST OF NEW BUSINESS IN LIFE ASSURANCE. 


N the recent discussion of the evil practice of rebates in life 
assurance—resulting in well-directed efforts to secure its 
abolition—there has been considerable crimination and recrimina- 
tion relative to the matter. Agents and managers alike have been 
charging one and another with being chiefest among sinners in this 
direction, each claiming that in giving rebates he was only follow- 
ing an example set by some one else. The meeting of managers 
held in this city recently showed that all those in attendance were 
in favor of prohibiting the giving of rebates, directly or indirectly, 
to persons assured, and it is highly probable that the committee 
appointed to submit to a future meeting a plan of co-operation to 
secure this object, will succeed in formulating an agreement that 
all companies can subscribe to. 

In this connection we have had the curiosity to overhaul the 
New York report, showing the transactions of the companies last 
year, for the purpose of ascertaining what it cost each to obtain 
the new business it placed upon its books. The result was some- 
what surprising, and we have consequently prepared the accom- 
panying table, showing for each company the “ cost of each $1000 
to new assurance,” and the “ cost of each $1000 to total income.” 
The basis figures are taken from the New York report, the ratios 
figured by ourselves, and are presented as a contribution to the 
discussion of the question of cost incurred in obtaining new 
business. 

As the business of one year only is represented in the table, we 
have not included in the amounts paid for “commissions and 
agents’ expenses” any sums that were paid for commutation of 
agents’ commissions. The sum so expended would naturally be 
for old business and not for new assurance ; as the old business 
extends over a series of years, only a small portion of the sum paid 
for the purchase of the agent’s interest in it would be chargeable 
to any one year of the series, and would not appreciably affect the 
tesults herewith tabulated. Had it been possible to ascertain what 
portion of the sums paid by the companies for “commuted com- 
missions” was properly chargeable to the account of commissions 
paid in 1888, we should have been very glad to have inserted it 
and figured the ratio accordingly, but obviously the total amount 
paid by any one company in a given year for the purchase of an 
agent's interest in business extending over a term of years, is not 
an item to be charged in its entirety to the cost of obtaining new 


business. The companies mentioned in the table that paid out 
various sums for “commuted commissions” last year were the 
Brooklyn, Equitable, Germania, Provident Savings, Washington, 
Northwestern and the Penn Mutual. Of these the Equitable paid 
the largest sum, and if the whole amount so paid were included in 
the column of “commissions and agents’ expenses,” it would in- 
crease the “cost of each $1000 to new assurance” from 18 go to 
20.26 ; while if a fair proportion only were charged, the first figures 
would not be materially changed. Omitting “ commuted commis- 
sions” for all companies, therefore, we have the result as given in 
the table. We also omit the John Hancock, Metropolitan and Pru- 
dential from the table for the reason that the greater part of their 
business is industrial, and there are no means of separating it as 
to cost from their life business. 


CoMMISSIONS AND AGENTS’ EXPENSES TO NEW ASSURANCE AND TOTAL 

















INCOME. 
New Assur- | pants. | Total re yf 
Company, ance Taken | ‘Agents’ Income Fong oo - 
in 1887. Expenses. in 1887. | oo — 
| 
Foe ‘eas teecell a aaa ie 
BE iis idicbviavaiiinds | $12,028,992 | $394,657 $4,830,713 | 32.81 81 69 
Berkshire......cceccove 4,050,876 100,438 939,638 | 2476 106.89 
BORGES caiistexnvexese 657,064 | 16,492 280,435 25.09 58.80 
Connecticut General..... 1,145,851 35,181 292 826 30.70 120.14 
Connecticut Mutual..... 8,726,374 274,120 7,465,362 | 31.41 36.72 
Equitable.....-...---+--| 114,293,788 | 2,160,283 23,240,849 | 18 go 9 95 
Germania ........00-++- 4,579,002 236,299 | 2,422,237 | 51.82 97-55 
ND. covtssinnsiscasees 4,055 697 | 145,107 | 1,053,648 | 31.17 137.72 
nn Re a ae 2,098,500 | 18,877|  52,865| 8499 | 357.08 
Manhattan ............. 6,000,718 238,526 1,838,185 39:75 | 129.76 
Massachusetts Mutual... 8,151,693 | 246,871 1,851,944 3028 | 133.84 
Mettual. ....0.0scccesccces 61,636,145 2,052 723 | 23,119,922 33.30 88 78 
Mutual Benefit.......... 14,811,641 | 502,996 | 7,064,666 | 33.96 71.19 
Matlendl. .665.0<ssecceses | 7,238.779 152,372 1,187,448 21.05 | 128.32 
New England Mutual...| 7,126,633 172,172 | 3,379,913 24.16 | 50.94, 
New York ....----....-.- 85,184,659 | 2 817,372 | 21,590,845 33-07 130.49 
Northwestern Mutua’....| 31,796,252 743.735 | 6,860,119 23.39 | 108.41 
Penn Mutual...........- 11,317,277 318,074 | 3,000,271 28.11 106.01 
Phoenix Mutual......... | 1,438,555 96,794 | 1,309,582 67 28 73-9 
Provident Life and Trust) 9,923,783 228,227 | 2,786,986 23.00 81.89 
Provident Savings....... | 14,811,200 118,877 1,002,314 8.03 118.60 
State Mutual............ | 3,938,067 136,522 1,101,240 34.67 | 123 97 
TDEOQVGNSlS « ... o60ccscceces 6,903,024 120,703 1,509,502 17.48 | 79 96 
Union Central.........- | 9,683,206 | 356,473 | 1,364,953 | 36.81 | 261.16 
Union Mutual ........--| 4,165,526 148,904 984,875 35-75 151.19 
United States........... | 4,801,620 169,745 | 1,023,459 35 35 165.85 
Washington ............ 6,899,374 162,235 2,075,031 23.51 | 78.43 





‘ ! 





Some curious things are presented by this comparison of cost in 
the different companies. For instances, those companies that are 
the most pushing and aggressive, that employ “lightning” agents 
with roving commissions, who notoriously receive greater compensa- 
tion than the average agent, are not the companies wherein the 
cost per $1000 of new assurance was greatest. This indicates that 
while the “lightning ” agent, who secures large results, receives an 
excessive commission, others are paid so much less that the 
average amount paid by such companies for new assurance is not 
greater than is paid by their more conservative competitors. Age 
and old business show their influence upon cost in the column 
showing “cost of each $1000 to total income,” those companies 
that have a large volume of premiums coming in annually with 
regularity, showing more favorably in this respect than some of 
their younger neighbors, whose total income is made up to a 
greater extent of premiums on new business alone. The Provident 
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Savings of New York and the Imperial of Detroit show the effect 
of term business in the cost columns. The cost per $1000 to new 
assurance is very small in both these companies, while the cost to 
total income is greater than in many of the others. 

It is not our purpose to go into an extended analysis of the figures 
presented. There are so many factors to be considered in connec- 
tion with the varied practices of the companies that to do so would 
necessitate taking each one separately, describing its forms of policies 
and its methods in detail, which work we leave to the agents repre- 
senting them, who ate entirely capable of explaining their special 
features and particular attractiveness, One thing we may say, how- 
ever, and that is that the quality of the assurance offered and the ad-- 
vantages to policyholders are not always dependent upon volume of 
business, as some of the smaller companies are quite as capable, 
from a financial standpoint, of taking care of their policyholders as 
the larger ones, and, on a showing of hands, would be found to 
have as great a volume of available assets in proportion to their 
liabilities as their more pretentious neighbors. Cost is not the 


only thing to be considered by one who desires to make provision 
for those dependent upon him; the quality of the company’s assets, 
its character for fair dealing, the form of contract it presents and 
various other important factors, will be regarded by the prudent 
man who is making a contract for the future, not the immediate 
present. 





SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


THE reorganization of the New York board—for the changes proposed 
in that organization amount to little less than a practical reorganization— 
is at the present time the most important matter occupying the attention 

_of New York underwriters. New York has been for the last two years 
about the most unprofitable spot in the country for the insurance compa- 
nies, and the managers of the larger ones located here, having at last 
awakened to that fact, have begun unusual exertions looking to the en- 
tire revision of their methods in this city. 


* * * * 


Tuis impulse of correcting evils at home has-been strongly shown by 
individual proceedings during the past few months. All risks, good, bad 
and indifferent, have been surveyed and looked into before writing or re- 
newing, as they never have been before. Many companies have stood 
for rates that they hardly seemed willing to insist on even when they were 
under obligation todo so. Every fire in an undesirable risk has revealed 
the fact that the New York companies are letting the underground con- 
tingent partake very largely of the poor hazards, and there have been a 
hundred other indications that the business is gradually getting on a bet- 
ter and firmer foundation, notwithstanding the low rates and big commis- 
sion at which some companies are writing certain classes of business. 


* * * * 


Tue New York board is certainly now in good shape to efficiently help 
the companies. No better or abler officer has ever filled the office of 
president than the present incumbent, and if the new superintendent shall 
be a man of as much intelligence and ability as the place demands, the 
work of reform will be more than half accomplished. 


* * * * 


THE inspection bureau proposed is very good in its way, but it seems 
almost chimerical. The situation to be faced is a very different one from 


that which exists in any other city on the continent, and any useful work 
in the direction of a complete survey system must be risen to very grad- 
ually—so gradually, indeed, that it is by no means unlikely that the 
changes which are continually taking place in the business will have 
swept it out of existence before it will have fairly begun to accomplish 
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much real use. Properly managed, however, it ought to be of mga 
benefit to all the companies. 


% * * * 


THE usual midsummer dullness has been a good deal more aggravaiej 
than usual during the past fortnight. Every office in the city has bee, 


complaining of light business, and even the larger offices Present ay 


almost Sunday like appearance. Of any department of business, fir 
insurance ought to suffer the least change at any special season, but jt ig 
undeniable that matters are very quiet now. Perhaps the fact of ths 
being a Presidential year may have something to do with it—as there js 
supposed to be a smaller production of new goods in such years, 
* * x x 

Tue old bank building on the northwest corner of Wall and Willian 
Streets is at last to come down, as well as the building next to it ocr. 
pied by the Bank of North America. These buildings are to be replaced 
by a nine-story structure, which, it is said, will overtop the building of 
the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company next door o 
William street. Every New Yorker is famiiiar with the old one-story 
corner building, and its loss will be like that of an old friend. The nep 
building, however, will be a great improvement to the block, which yill 
then be entirely new, with the exception of the government building 
the corner of Nassau street. 


* * * * 


THE withdrawal of the Louisville Underwriters adds another to the long 
list of companies that have either gone out of business or withdrawn fron 
New York since the first of the year. It is almost singular that after the 
last two unprofitable years so many companies should retire when the 
outlook grows better every day—but one reason for this improvement is 
the very fact of the retirement of so many companies. The more the field 
is limited the better the prospects for those that remain. 


CONTRIBUTED PAPER. 


FIRE HAZARDS IN TEXTILE MILLS. 
By C. Joun HexAmer, C. E., Member of the Franklin Institute. 
(Continued from Page 325, and Concluded.) 
SPINNING. 


From the cards the stock is taken to the spinning frames, This de 
partment is one of the most prolific sources of fires caused by friction, 
especially in the mule heads. These should be kept thoroughly cleaned 
and well lubricated. The ends of the carriages next to the head should 
be well closed, with an opening just large enough for the drum cords. 
When fires originate in mule heads they are transmitted throughout the 
machine with great velocity, unless the carriage be kept very clean and 
free from oily waste. 

OILs. 

Statistics of fires among New England mills have shown that thitty- 
seven per cent of fire losses had been caused by spontaneous combustion 
and hot journals from friction through the use of bad oils. As the dat 
gers from spontaneous combustion through oils were described at some 
length while treating that subject, we will not recapitulate these remarks 
here, but will give our attention to what constitutes a good lubricating 
oil. A good lubricating oil should be neither acid nor strongly alkaline; 
nor should it, through variations in temperature, become acid or alke 
line. Most vegetable and animal oils, when exposed to high temper 
tures, such as that of superheated steam, are decomposed, and acids ale 
set free, as they are composed of stearic, oleic and palmitic acids, com- 
bined with glycerine. These free acids corrode the surfaces of metals, 
making them rough, and forming compounds which are the reverse of 
lubricants. They should not be used for journal boxes in hot weather, 
or where they become heated. At high temperatures they combine with 
the oxygen of the air, decomposition of the oil resulting. A mineral ail 
never: becomes acid through decomposition, and will not corrode metals 
to which it is applied. Mineral oils mixed with glycerine make 
lubricants. The great danger in buying mineral oils is that large qu 
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tities are annually sold far below the requisite flash test. These oils 
should be prepared by fractional distillation at a temperature not be- 
low 500° F. Mineral lubricants which have a low flash test are ex- 
ceedingly dangerous. On becoming heated in the journal the volatile 
parts go off as vapors, making it dangerous to examine a journal or any 
other part with an open light. A safe mineral lubricant should not flash 
under 300° F., and should not give off more than five per cent of volatile 
matter at 140° F. in twelve hours, should be free from grit, and should 
not contain free acids or alkalies. 

To determine the flash test accurately, an instrument too complicated 
for use in ordinary factories is required, but it may be approximately de- 
termined by pouring the oil in a flat dish, which is placed on a plate con- 
taining dry sand, to which heat is applied (so as not to apply the heat to 
the oil directly), thus causing a gradual heating of the oil. A thermom- 
eter is inserted some distance from the bottom of the dish and the rise of 
the temperature noted. A lighted taper is then moved over the surface 
of the oil, care being taken not totouchit. If the vapors given off by 
the oil flash below 300° F., the oil is to be condemned and cannot safely 
be used as a lubricant. 

To determine the amount of volatile matter in an oil the sample must 
be carefully weighed in a fine scale and then exposed to a temperature of 
140° F. for ten or twelve hours; then cool and reweigh it. The loss in 
weight will be the amount of volatile matter given off in that time. If the 
loss be more than five per cent the oil should not be used. 

Foreign matter, such as grit, is determined by taking a sample of the 
oil near the bottom of the barrel (as the greater weight of the solid 
material will cause it to gravitate to the bottom) and placing it between 
two clean glass plates. When these are rubbed together the grit will be 
detected. 

Acids or alkalies in oils may readily be detected even by the casual in- 
spection of the insurance inspector through litmus paper. If the litmus 
paper is dipped into an oil containing acids, it will be colored red, while 
red litmus paper is turned blue when dipped into an oil containing 
alkalies, As but very small amounts of test paper are requisite insurance 
inspectors will find it to their interest to carry several slips of this paper 
with them. Any oil giving an acid or strong alkaline reaction should 
not be used. Mineral oils sometimes give acid reactions, not from 
any decomposition of the compound, but trom the sulphuric acid used in 
the process of its manufacture, z. ¢., when the acid has been incompletely 
neutralized with caustic soda, If the amount of soda has been too small, 
an excess of acid remains ; while in the presence of an excess of soda, a 
residual amount of soda will remain, which also has a bad influence on 
the metal bearings. 

Sulphuric acid can be detected by mixing a sample of the oil with 
water, and after well shaking it allowing it to stand until the oi! separates 
from the water, which is then poured off. On account of its hydroscopic 
properties the sulphuric acid will have united with the water. Ifa solu- 
tion of a barium compound be added a white precipitate of sulphate of 
barium will show itself if sulphuric acid is present in the oil. To make 
the test sure (as there are other acids which would produce a white 
precipitate), the precipitate must be treated with strong nitric or hydro- 
chloric acid. If it remains unchanged, sulphuric acid is contained in 
the oil. 

When the litmus paper shows the presence of alkalies these can be 
tested by treating the oil with water, as before described, then, evaporating 
the solution to dryness, place the residue in the colorless flame of a 
Bunsen burner. Sodium will color the flame intensely yellow, while if 
potassium is present a beautiful violet flame will be produced. 

Adulterations of animal oil in mineral oil are detected by adding con- 
centrated sulphuric acid, when the animal oil is charred, forming black 
tings in the sample. Vegetable or animal oils can also be detected by 
adding an alkali to the sample, causing them to saponify, as mineral oils 
have not the property of saponification. Oils are frequently adulterated 
with cotton seed oil, the dangers of which we have before described. 








WESTERN ITEMS. 


Durinc the past four months Chicago has been free from large fires. 
Adjusters have been compelled to look for outside business, and agents 
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have been given an opportunity to demonstrate to their companies that 
their field is a paying one. 


* * * 


Last Wednesday’s fire, which occurred in Julius Bauer & Co,’s store, 
gave the Chicago agents an opportunity of witnessing a scene which proved 
to them that large losses cannot be prevented every time, although excel- 
lent work is always performed by their fire department and patrol ser- 
vice. The Chicago Carpet Company, occupying the building adjoin- 
ing on the south that in which the fire originated carried insurance 
amounting to $130,500. This loss was ably handled by J. J. Berne, 
adjuster for the Traders, and was settled by him for $18,371.31. The 
loss on buildings will be very small compared with the stocks. Bauer 
& Co. carried $41,500 insurance, which will undoubtedly be a tctal loss, 
as will the Standard Music and Manu‘acturing Company and Pferdner, 
Graf & Co. Other interests are fully covered, but the loss to insurance 
will be small. 

x * * 

Cuier SWENIE deserves great credit for promptness in calling out a 
large force of the department, which no doubt prevented the spreading 
of the fire. Twenty-one streams of water were necessary to extinguish 
the flames, while the firemen at work almost outnumbered the spectators. 


* * * 


CuIcaGo has been flooded with a patent “‘ fire alarm protection chart,” 
with key. The tag, with fire alarm box key, is furnished to the insured 
by the agency issuing a fire policy, together with instructions how to 
work the fire alarm. Asa means of security the scheme sounds nicely, 
but will hardly prevent the insured from renewing his fire insurance. 
Very few unpracticed persons manage to successfully turn in a fire alarm. 


* * * 


Wn. A. McDonALpD has been appointed secretary for the Union at 
Fort Scott, Kan., and Jay E, White, manager at Lincoln, Neb. 


* * * 


RoopuovusgE, IIl., and Osage, Ia., have been placed on the list of places 
where the Union has suspended rates and declared war. 


* * * 


THE value of Fike AND WATER to general agents of fire companies, as 
well as the home offices of insurance companies, is shown by the use 
that it is put to by general agents at Chicago. On the arrival of the 
paper every Monday the ‘‘ map clerk” clips from its columns informa- 
tion pertaining to the fire protection and water supply of various places, 
together with the date of FirE AND WATER, and attaches the slips to the 
company’s maps or town cards, Thus during the year a complete record 
of the nature of each town’s fire protection and water supply is obtained. 
FirE AND WATER is published by THE Specraror Company, and is 
issued weekly. Every company, general agent and manager should 
supply their map clerk with this publication. 


* * * 


THE rates on brick buildings and flats in Cook county—outside of Chi- 
cago—have been made the same as those under the minimum tariff of the 
Chicago Association. 

% * * 

J. O. Lez, general agent at Chicago for the Granite State, has just re- 
turned from a Western trip. He reports an excellent increase in new 
business for his company and losses as being nominal. 


% * * 


THERE are quite a number of Chicago’s insurance representatives off 
on their annual recreation spells at this time of the year. A great many 
travel East to the metropolis, while others pay short visits to country and 
city agents. O. W. Barrett has been looking up new spoon-hooks, and 
it is said he is after white muskallonge. 


* * * 


GrorcE F, BIssELL, manager for the Hartford Fire’s Western depart- 
ment, through a decision of Judge Tuley of the Circuit Court of Cook 
county, has been held responsible (for signing, with two other persons, a 
bond of $120,000) for $50,000, a guardian having lost that amount of his 
ward’s wealth. The transaction dates back to 1872, and one bondsman 
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has died and the other is withcut any means, There are other complica- 


tions, and the case has been appealed. 
* * * 


AMONG recent visitors to Chicago were E, R. Perfect of Comstock, 
Martin & Perfect of Omaha; James Johnston, secretary of the Empire 
State; J. D. Eaton of New York; H. M. Magill of Cincinnati, and Geo. 


D. Copin of St. Louis. 
* * * 


THE total insurance involved in the recent Alpena, Mich., fire was 
$98,500. The highest amount of risks carried by any one company was 
only $12,000. 

** * * 

J. B. Bennett, who recently attempted to organize a fire insurance 
company at Chicago, has become commissioner under the Union for 
Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee and Kentucky. 


* * * 


A MOVEMENT has been started to restore the old State Board of Tennes- 


see and Kentucky. 
* * * 


CuICAGo’s life assurance advocates are strongly opposed to the rebate 
feature in their business. They are, however, waiting for some one to 
adjust the difficulty. All that is now lacking to correct the evil is a few 
strong leaders, together with a national association of life assurance peo- 
ple. D. W. 3. 


CuIcaco, July 21. s 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





ATLANTA, 


The Warm Weather Hurting Business—Success of the Tariff Association Meeting— 
Birmingham and the Compact—The Montgomery Fire Department—A Proposed 
Salvage Corps for Atlanta—Phenomenal Growth of Georgia and Alabama Towns 
—Improving the Fire Protection of Tallapoosa and Decatur—An Interesting 
Case; Moody vs. the Sun Fire Ofice—A Sympathetic Fury—Savannak to be 
Rerated—Personal Notes. 


[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

The hot weather in this section of the country seems to have a rather 
depressing effect on insurance. Nothing of interest has occurred since 
the last annual meeting of the Southeastern Tariff Association. Almost 
all the managers, general agents and specials who attended the meeting 
went on North after it was over, and a great many of them are still enjoy- 
ing your cool breezes. 

It is the opinion of all the insurance men in this section who were at 
the convention, whom your correspondent has interviewed on the subject, 
that the meeting was by far the best that has ever been held. Nothing 
occurred that would cause any dissatisfaction or complaint on the part of 
members or the insuring public, and everything went along as smoothly 
as clockwork. The association adopted a resolution placing Birmingham, 
Ala., in the Georgia compact, subject to confirmation by the companies, 
If there is any cityin the South which needs a compact it is Birmingham. 
The local board of that city has never been able to keep the agents in 
line, but when Manager Deane goes there and puts the compact in opera- 
tion things will be different. He will probably have everything in work- 
ing order by the middle of next month, 

The question of improvement of fire departments is attracting a good 
deal of attention down this way now. The matter of the Montgomery 
Fire Department, as you are aware, was brought to the attention of the 
association at the late annual meeting. The fire department there seems 
to be in a bad state, but the matter is in the hands of a competent com- 
mittee, which is now taking steps looking to its improvement. 

There is some talk of establishing a salvagecorpsin Atlanta. It would 
be a good thing for the city if such should be done, and a large amount 
of money would be saved the companies. The growth of certain towns in 
Georgia and Northern Alabama is something phenomenal. In Georgia, 
take Tallapoosa for instance. It is about sixty miles from Atlanta on 
the Georgia Pacific Railway. Three years ago there was not a building 


THE SPECTATOR. 





{ Z. hursday 


of any kind in the place, but to-day it has a population of over a 
The town is all frame and, from an insurance standpoint, is Considered 
rather bad. Your correspondent was over there about a month ago anj 
was informed by a prominent citizen that steps had been taken to organize 
a fire department and that a good system of water-works would soon 
put in. From the number of rating slips sent out, Decatur, Ala, jg 
another town which is growing very rapidly, and its fire protections 
certainly not very good. It will, however, soon be improved, the towy 
having contracted for a good system of water-works, which are now ig 
course of erection and will soon be completed. 

A very interesting case has just been decided in the City Court of 
Atlanta, Judge Howard Van Epps presiding. It was the case of J. y, 
Moody vs. Sun Fire Office. The company had taken up its agency with 
Mr. Moody, and claimed that he owed’ it a certain amount of money, 
Mr. Moody claimed that Mr. Purcell, the special agent of the Sun, had 
promised to pay him twenty-five per cent commission if he did a certain 
amount of business. Mr. Moody did the business and wanted the 
money. Mr. Purcell claimed that he did not promise any such thing, 
or, if he did, it wasa joke. Mr. Moody did not see it that way, how. 
ever, and brought suit against the company. The judge charged the jury 
to bring in a verdict for the company, but Mr. Moody evidently had the 
jury, as it brought in a verdict for him for the full amount alleged to 
have been promised by Mr. Purcell. The case, I understand, has been 
carried to the higher court by the Sun. The charge of Judge Van Epps 
to the jury was read by President Knowles at the meeting of the S, £, 
T. A. and provoked much merriment. 

Manager Deane has gone to Savannah, Ga., on business connected with 
the compact. He expects to rerate that city as soon as the new Sanborn 
map is out. 

Jas. S. Middleton, special agent of the Norwich Union Fire Insurance 
Society, was in the city on the r4th inst. Major John C. Whitner, man. 
ager of the Merchants Insurance Company, is out on the road. Major 
Whitner does a good deal of traveling for the companies he represents, 
Major Mims returned home on Thursday, having been visiting several 
places North with his wife. Mr. Clarence Knowles, manager of the 
Germania, has carried his family to Gainesville, Ga., to spend the summer. 

Chief Joyner of the Atlanta Fire Department, also president of the 
National Association of Fire Engineers, has issued a call for the meeting 
of that association, to be held at Minneapolis, Minn., at West’s Hotel, 
on August 14, 15, 16 and 17. H. G. A. 

ATLANTA, GA., July 20. 





NEWS OF THE WEEd«. 


Meeting of the Northwestern Mutual Life and its Agency Asso- 
ciation, 
(Special report to THE SPECTATOR.) 

THE annual meeting of the Northwestern Mutval Life Insurance Com 
pany and of the Agency Association of the company was held at Mil: 
waukee on Tuesday and Wednesday, July 17 and 18, The attendance was 
large, about 100 of the most prominent agents being present, among them 
E. H. Whitney of Buffalo ; M. D. L. Hayes of Rochester, N. Y. ; Geo, 
Priestly of New Bedford ; I. H. Mocket of Lincoln ; J. H. Makley of New 
York ; O. Williams and A. Reichard of Denver, Col.; Llewellyn Miller 
of Baltimore; James M. Longacre and Marshal Ewing of Philadelphia ; 
J. W. Robinson of Louisville. Ky.; John B, Cary, Richmond, Va.; D. 
E. Murphy, Milwaukee; J. I. D. Bristol of New York; W. W. White, 
of Atlanta, Ga.; George N. Reynolds of Lancaster, Pa.; S. D. Stockton 
of Poughkeepsie, N. Y,; George E. Copeland of Davenport, Ia.; C. D. 
Paul of Newark, N. J.; W. F. Bache and L. E. P. Smith of Boston; J. 
C. Trask of Cleveland, O.; C. W. Poindexter of Topeka, Kan.; H. 4. 
Munger of Cedar Rapids, Ia; J. L. Townsend of Fox Lake, Wis. 
George H. Newell of Grand Rapids, Mich.; W. P. Gannett of Provi- 
dence, R. I.; E. J. Gresham of Washington, D. C.; B. Mallaney of Bis- 
marck, Dak.; Lindsey Webb7of Minneapolis; Jay Francis of Portland, 
Ore.; G. F, Parrish of Detroit; A. C. Stevenson of Rochester, Minn. 

One of the most important resolutions introduced during the proceed- 
ings was one by Charles Rayen of New York, requesting officers of the 
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company to co-operate with officers of other companies to suppress re- 
bates, which was passed by a unanimous standing vote. 

Various methods of business were thoroughly discussed. Among the 
more prominent five minute speeches were those of Jas. McIntosh of 
Milwaukee, C. N. Jones, late professor of mathematics in the University 
of Michigan; C. M. Smith of San Francisco, J. C. Trask of Ohio, E. J. 
Gresham of Washington and C. A. Catlin of Illinois. 

The presentation of the diamond badge to the agent personally writing 
the largest amount of business during the year was made in a happy 
speech by President Cary, the recipient being John I. D. Bristol, the 
general special agent of the company, and manager for New York city. 
All of Mr. Bristol’s business was written in the city of New York, J. 
C. Ward of the New York city agency came within a few thousand dol- 
lars of Mr. Bristol’s record, and Mr. Gardner, also of the city of New 
York, was complimented for the largest week’s business during the year. 
Mr. Gardner’s premiums for the six days’ work were about $8000. E. S. 
Moore of Ohio wrote 244 policies in nine months, about one policy a day. 

A pleasant incident of the proceedings was the reading of a cable mes- 
sage from Second Vice-president Willard Merrill, who is at present in 
Europe. It was as follows: 

As an earnest collaborator with you I send fraternal greetings across 
the sea to the most able, upright and largest association of life assurance 
agents in America, I expect soon to be in your midst with perfect 
health and renewed ambition to labor successfully with you for the still 
further advancement of what is now and has been the best life assurance 
company in the world. WILLARD MERRILL, 

Lonpon, ENG. 


The answer sent read: 


The Northwestern Association of Agents heartily appreciate your warm 
greeting, endorse all you state respecting the best and strongest life as- 
surance company in the world, and earnestly wish you perfect restora- 
tion to health and a safe return to our midst. 

AYERS, PAYNE, CARY, MAKLEY and KIMBELL, 
Committee. 

The old officers of the association were re-elected, as follows: Presi- 
dent, J. B, Cary of Richmond, Va; secretary, George E. Copeland of 
Davenport, Ia., and the office of vice-president was created and filled by 
the election of Lindsey Webb of Minneapolis. 

At the meeting of the company on Wednesday nearly 16,000 votes 
were cast by policyholders, of which 2400 were from the city of New 
York. 

The following trustees were elected for four years: J. I. Case, Guido 
Pfister, David Ferguson, D. J. Brewer, C. B. Skinner, Angus Smith, S. 
C. Lawrence, Hubbard Cooke, H. K. Ellyson; and to fill vacancies 
caused by death: Emory McClintock, Hon. Chas. E. Dyer; while to 
fill the place of the New York city trustee, H. L. Horton, who resigned 
owing to absence in Europe, J. R. Tellfair was elected. 

The assets of the company were reported as having increased $2,000,000 
since the first of the year, while the new business aggregated over 
$20,000,000, or more than $5,000,000 more than during the same period 
last year. The insurance in force is now over $162,000,020. 

A fine increase in business in the Eastern department was credited to 
the energetic Eastern superintendent, J. F. Makley. 

Later in the day a meeting of the trustees was held and the officers of 
the company re-elected, as follows: President, H. L. Palmer; vice- 
president, Matthew Keenan; second vice-president, Willard Merrill ; 
secretary, J. W. Skinner ; actuary, Emory McClintock ; medical director, 
L. McKnight, M. D. D. D. F. 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., July Io. 





‘* Original Sources of News.” 
Tue detectives have a way of using decoy letters to catch post-office 
thieves, inclosing in such letters greenbacks and bank bills with secret 
marks for identification. Something of the sort has been practiced on 
The Weekly Underwriter. In last week's issue it stated that ‘‘ the organ- 
ization for fire insurance known as the Louisville Underwriters” (a 
roundabout expression that suggests that The Underwriter is ignorant of 
the fact that the Louisville “ organizition” is a regularly incorporated 
company) “is seeking reinsurance, and Messrs, Shallcross and Barrett, 
its representatives, were in New York this week onthat business.” This 
is from a journal that boasts of its ‘ original sources of news.” The fact 
'S patent that in this case the news was stolen from The Commercial 
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Bulletin, which made public the fact stated, giving the name of Mr, Bar- 
rett, who is associated with the company, but who was not in New York, 
instead of Mr. Baird, who was. The Weekly Underwriter altered the 
wording of the item to deceive its readers with a pretense of originality, 
but disclosed the source of its news by copying the error of its contem- 
porary. 

In the same issue, a paragraph relative to the Propertyholders Mutual 
Fire Association of New Orleans was ‘‘ scissored ” from THE SPECTATOR, 
a new introduction put at the top and sent forth as ‘‘ original news.” 
The editor of The Underwriter must possess an extraordinarily ‘* original” 
pair of shears. 





Provident Fund Accident Society. 

WITHIN the past two weeks Insurance Commissioners O. R. Fyler of 
Connecticut and Philip Cheek, Jr., of Wisconsin, have separately ex- 
amined the above-named society with a view to ascertaining whether its 
plan of business and financial standing were such as to entitle it to do 
business in the States represented by them. The examination satisfied 
them in every respect, and, as a consequence, the society will at once 
enter those States and energetically prosecute its work of insuring against 
accident. The society was originally organized for the transaction of 
both life and accident business on the assessment plan, but about a year 
ago, at the suggestion of the president, A. N. Lockwood, it abandoned 
the life department and devoted itself exclusively to accident insurance, 
Mr. Lockwood is an old insurance man, has an extended acquaintance 
with agents throughout the country, and has succeeded during the past year 
in building up a large and valuable accident business for his society. He 
believes in prompt and honorable dealings with policyholders, paying all 
legitimate claims immediately on receipt of proper evidence, and not 
taking advantage of quibbling pretexts to delay payment and annoy the 
claimant. It is highly creditable to the society that, during its first year 
in the accident field, when the cost of establishing agencies, etc., is 
greatest, it should be in a condition to satisfy the critical examination of 
two insurance commissioners, and cbtain their licenses to do business in 
the States they represent. The society has heretofore been licensed in 
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, and Alabama and District of 
Columbia, and with Connecticut and Wisconsin added to the list it will 
have the best part of the country to draw business from, 





Fire Protection for Small Cities and Towns. 


W. R. Joyner, chief engineer of the fire department of Atlanta, Ga., 
and president of the National Association of Fire Engineers, has been 
giving, by request, to The Vindicator of New Orleans his views as to 
the proper protection from fire for small cities and towns, as follows : 


From my experience I find that the most important point is to prevent 
fires as much as possible. When you remove the principal causes, 
such as ashes in wooden receptacles, accumulation of straw, paper, etc., 
in cellars, garrets, back-yards or unoccupied rooms, and all other com- 
bustible material from the building, and then see that the flues are prop- 
erly built and that stoves have the proper protection under and around 
them, and that the pipes are so arranged as not to come in contact with 
wood, I am sure the most important steps will have been taken in the line 
of prevention of fires, and as a result you will find that the fire loss 
will be greatly reduced. My experience has certainly proven this course 
to be a great benefit to Atlanta, and the only way to have these sug- 
gestions thoroughly enforced is to inaugurate a proper system of inspec- 
tion and let it be the duty of certain parties to inspect all buildings and 
see that they are properly cleaned of all combustible material as indi- 
cated. The first thing to be done is to have suitable ordinances passed 
by the town or city authorities, and I cannot do better than suggest the 
following, which are now in force in the city of Atlanta: 

SECTION 447. That no person shall be permitted to place and let remain in any 
box, barrel or otherwise in any building, cellar, street, alley-way or yard, within 
the fire limits, longer than six hours, any loose straw, hay, paper or other combus- 
tible matter, and all owners and occupants of buildings or cellars within said limits 
are hereby required to permit the chief of the fire department, or any member 
thereof designated by him, or any officer or member of the police force, to inspect 
their buildings, cellars and premises to see if this ordinance is complied with. And 
it is hereby made the duty of the chief of the fire department to make such 
inspections. Any person or persons violating the provisions of the foregoing sec- 
tion shall be arrested by the chief of the fire department or his foreman, and may 
on conviction be fined a sum not exceeding $100, or be imprisoned thirty days, 
either or both, in the discretion of the court, 

Sec. 450. It shall be the duty of the chief of the fire department, or any mem- 
ber designated by him, to make frequent examinations into the conditions of 
the stove-pipes and chimneys in this city, and if he shall deem their condition a 
source of danger from fire, he shall require the tenant or occupant of the house 
where such stove-pipe or chimney is to remedy the same within twelve hours; 
and on failure or refusal of such tenant or occupant, such offender shall be liable 
to afine not exceeding $100 and costs, or be imprisoned net exceeding thirty 
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days; and if from the evidence the court believes the condition of such stove- 
pipe or chimney dangerous, the court shall order the alteration to be made at the 
cost of the occupant. 

SEC. 455. No person shall be permitted to place within any building in the 
city of Atlanta ashes in a box or other receptacle of wood, unless the same is im- 
mediately removed from the building and from contact with such building. And 
all owners or occupants of buildings in this city are required to permit the chief 
of the fire department or any officer to inspect their buildings to see if the above 
is complied with. And it is hereby made the duty of the chief of the fire depart- 
ment or any officer to make such inspections whenever he may suspect a violation 
of the foregoing ordinance. 

Sec. 456. Any person violating any of the provisions of the above ordinance 
shall be arrested by the chief of the fire department, or any officer, and may on 
conviction be fined in a sum not exceeding $100, or be imprisoned not exceeding 
thirty days, either or both, in the discretion of the court. 

Be it ordained, That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the 
above ordinances be and are hereby repealed. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and General Council of the city of Atlanta: 

SECTION 1. That from and after the passage of this ordinance it shall be unlaw- 
ful for any person, firm or corporation to erect or maintain or have in use in 
the city of Atlanta any chimney, smoke-stack or other structure for the escape of 
—_ or heat, in such condition as to endanger adjacent or surrounding property 
to fire. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the chief of the fire department to notify 
any person who may have any such structure in such condition as to endanger 
adjacent or surrounding property to fire, to have the same made safe within five 
days; and on failure of any person having the control or charge of any such struc- 
tures to have the same made safe accordingly, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined 
not exceeding $100, or imprisonment not exceeding thirty days, for each offense 
and failure ; provided, that proof of both the defective or dargerous condition as 
aforesaid shall be necessary to conviction. 

Sec. 3. All laws or ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

The proper persons to see that these ordinances are carried out 
would be the officers of the fire department, for while they are making 
the necessary tour of inspection for the purposes named in the ordi- 
nances they can at the same time study the construction of the buildings, 
and secure information as to stairways, ‘trap-doors, cellars, etc., that 
will be of great assistance in contending against fires. 

Now, as to the best way to organize a fire department depends very 
much on circumstances. When it is possible I would always prefer 
water-works to steam fire engines, especially in volunteer departments, 
for three or four men can take a small reel with 500 or 600 feet of hose 
on it, pull it to a fire hydrant and get a stream of water on a fire, and nine 
times out of ten have the fire out, before the steamer could be put in 
service. I would never have large or heavy apparatus unless they are 
drawn by horses. Where the apparatus is pulled by men always have 
small reels with not more than 500 or 600 feet of hose on each; for ex- 
ample, should you have rooo feet of hose in your department, have two 
reels with 500 feet on each, and then the first three or four men at the 
engine house can take one reel and go ahead, and the next turn that 
arrives can bring the second reel. The chances are that the first reel will 
probably be in service before the second one arrives, and often have the 
fire out, and, should. more than 500 feet of hose be needed, the two 
apparatus can be much more easily handled than a large and heavy one 
with a 1000 feet of hose on it. A great mistake is made in the purchase 
of fire department supplies for small places; they generally try to equip 
a fire department as cheap as possible, and as a matter of course they 
buy cheap apparatus and supplies, which is, in my opinion, money 
thrown away. When you have use for your fire department you want 
something that the men have confidence in and that you can depend on, 
and the only way to get this is to buy the best, and you will always find 
it much the cheapest in the end. A poorly equipped fire department is 
worse than none at all, for when you have an organized department you 
expect it to perform certain duties, and unless you have good and sub- 
stantial apparatus you are often disappointed, and the result is a 
large fire loss, also a loss of confidence by the men, and for that reason 
the proper interest is not taken in the organization, which causes a poor 
department. 





Wants His Money from the Kittanning. 


A RECENT dispatch from Pittsburgh, Pa., to The New York Tribune 
says: ‘‘A. Pardee, president of the Stokes Manufacturing Company, of 
Walnut Cove, N. C., is trying to recover $500 due his company by the 
Kittanning Insurance Company,of Kittanning, Penn. Last December the 
works of the North Carolina company were destroyed by fire, and all 
policies except the Kittanning Company’s for $500 have been paid. Mr. 
Pardee went to Kittanning, and found that the company was composed of 
four men, although their charter called for nine directors. One of the 
members asked Mr. Pardee what he would take to compromise the case, 
and the latter replied that he would not takea cent less than the amount due. 

‘“*Mr. Pardee then went to Harrisburgh, and learned from Cuommis- 
sioner Foster that the State insurance department had been fighting the 
Kittanning Company for ten years, and that printed reports, giving the 
department’s dealings with the company, had been sent to every insur- 
ance journal in the country. The department made two unsuccessful 
attempts to stop the company from doing business. There are $42,000 
worth of judgments filed against the company in the county courts, The 
State Commissioner advised Mr. Pardee to purchase one of these judg- 
ments, and take the case into court,” 
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The Ohio Life Report. 
WE have received from Superintendent Samuel E. Kemp of Ohio a copy 
of the twenty-first annual report of the insurance department of that State, 
It is complete in its statistical exhibits of the transactions of the life 
assurance companies and of the co-operative life and accident societies, 
We make the following extracts from the report, including the Superin- 
tendent’s summary of the aggregate transactions. 

In the table immediately subjoined will be found a summary of the 
principal items of interest, made up from the sworn annual statements of 
the regular life companies and co-operative associations for the three 
years last past, arranged with a view to ready reference and comparison, 


Lire ComPANIES. 

























































































1885. (| 1886. | 1887 
ae et oe 
Number of companies...............+. | 29 27 31 
Gross assets...s0-....-- Sean kemerwens | $523,915,857 | $535,562.700 | $597,574,678 
Reserve ...... eevee sesecccccees| $452,904.475 | $461,601,881 | $519.353,038 
All other liabilities........ ott ucsedons } 6,502,127 | 5,711,991 5.295,445 
Wits AE 5 hans sin ncnavdcsves $459,405,602 | $467,313,872  $524,648,482 
Ne gh tine seni viekeniaoeGwens | $64,509,255 | $68,248,829 $72,926,195 
Cnc ciprnecewsesseeenwow' sans | 4,565,000 | 4,650, 500 5,692,800 
Premiums received..............ceeeee | $79,908,260 $87,269.438 $103,815,405 
PE GEET FONG oo 6:6. ccc seecceseee | 27,674,268 |  26,852.916 30,118,603 
ND NON adie swsiesscescacseues | $107,582,528 | $114,122,354 | $133,934,007 
MIE ad vansnsctugenreoses os | $39,392,838 | $36,692 093| $43,703,232 
Dividends to policyholders.......-.... | 12,992,265| 11,830,965 15,318,596 
Paid for forfeited policies.............. 9,546,536 | 9,876,746 10,025,521 
Dividends to stockholders.............. } 383,231 | 333,106 398, 862 
MOINES, Sevcectsevccsipesé sveecest 19,557,037 21,284,201 26,541,149 
Total disbursements.............. | $81,872,507 | $80,017,171 | $95,987,361 
PONE TE RINE 6 kc ccesecedcescces 1,311,837 | 1,361,247 1,669,822 
| er ae 2,074,141,951 |2,193,582,819 | 2,565,633,681 
| | | 
LirE COMPANIES—BUSINESS IN OHIO. 
| 
1885. } 1886. 187. 
a ee | a —— = a — 
PORES FE TIO hoc scivenscencescecssses 57,904 66, 309 83.762 
Insurance in force........-+.ees0-ecee $140,979,523 | $148,350,983 | $167,202,839 
Premiums received...........-..-..00- $4,094,724 $4,641,676 $5,510,119 
Losses paid......... oti deetecewaehs 2,181,378 1,843.596 2 128,908 
Excess of premiums over losses....| $1.913,346 $2,798,080 $3,381,211 
New policies issued....... Scie eeaaenne 11,325 24,872 50,851 
Policies terminated............ssececes 6,291 15.192 33,398 
Net increase for year........, ene 5,034 9,680 17,453 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS. 
| 1885. | asses, | 18s7. 
Rasieal ee 
Number of associations.............. cam 20 | 28 | 
NUN c is otcca.ciceonsncxoseonen $372,952, $3,004,149 $4,045,657 
IN cook cteonsaseecseervanes $305.750 $1,443,476 $2 590,554 
INCOME. 
Received from membership fees and 
PN ays + ese xandeanceceenas | $151,593} $1,156,236 $1,457,771 
ERE Seer eer 1,0 4,346 5,474,594 | 6,814,705 
CREE DUNG isc saischcasersccssseunc 95,033 395,163 521,673 
TO IIR isn cinngeecncienss $1,251 572 $7,025,904 $8,804,150 
DISBURSEMENTS. | 
Paid on death claims.................. $953,996!  $4,520.343 $5,522,477 
POM ag nisi saes eseeseren ceca 252,342 | 1,579,093 2,131,925 
Total expenditures............... $1,226,338 | $6,108,435 $7,654,493 
Certificates in force previous year...... 46,920 163,212 | 241,437 
Issued during the year................ 9,600 54,838 132,859 
IN ier ocr svesteencwednseeul 56,520 218,050 374.296 
Terminated during the year............ 7,384 27,971 77,959 
In force at end of year.......------ 49,136 | 190,079 296,346 
| 
PNG GONE oases io ss cooe senses | $119,341,125 | $556,283,650 | $958,406,707 
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Co-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS—BUSINESS IN OHIO. 


1887. 
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AccIDENT ASSOCIATIONS ADMITTED. 
Equitable Accident, Binghamton, admitted April 12, 1887; Guaranty 
































1885, | 1886, Mutual Accident, New York, admitted April 12, 1887; Manufacturers 
—___—_—_—_ Accident Indemnity Company, Geneva, admitted March 30, 1887; Na- 
Certificates in force...............000% 22,770 | 26,721 | 32,970 +~«stionaal Accident Society, New York, admitted May 23, 1887; Peoples 
Insurance in force... ....---.++++++++++ $42,689,375 | $57,621,225 | $64,280,950 Mutual Accident Insurance, Pittsburgh, admitted April 5, i888; Pre- 
Da MEE sic ive asassseesery | $564,581 | $520,250 | $440,250 ferred Mutual Accident, New York, admitted March 30, 1887: Provident 
= ae oi chteceainieni i C~*é«~@Fnd: ccletty, Neew York, admitted March 20, 1888; Union Mutual 
BUSINESS IN OHIO, 
P lesue Pouicigs 1n Force | ; 
| OLICcIES IssuED. DECEMBER 31, 1887, | ' | | 
> es Ee SS) ee | Sd Losses) =| ~ Premiums Gross | Gross Net 
NAME OF COMPANY. | | Incurred, | Received, Income, | Assets. Surplus. 

| No. | Amount. No Amount. | | | 
Sie I iin Soo cawbecaninnebsaeenekiess 296 $661,505 | 2,824 $5,222,558 | $71,778 | $155,867 | $4,830,713 | $32,550,688 | $5,649,498 
Berkshire, Pittsfield. ........cccccccssccvccsscccces 22 104,CO0 | 437 1,772,155 | 6,080 | 48,023 949,153 3,902,872 | 470,886 
Connecticut Mutual, Harttord............eceeeeee 210 419,082 5,510 16,706,364 | 187,056 | 320,172 7,405,362 56,627,121 | 5,486,731 
Equitable, Des Moines .........+eseee+-+seeeeeees 25 35.500 23 29,500 | coee...s | te) 110,881 620, 342 168,033 
Equitable, New York........-2-+---2e0seeeeceeees | 2,158 9,978,226 5,932 19,490,261 | 211,683 629 295 | 23,240,849 82,975,682 | 16,689,328 
Garmania, MOW YOUR. 6isoscinssscccescacceess 173 379,478 618 1,199,050 | 35,000 | 65,302 | 2,396,022 13,073,247 1,174,454 
Hartford Life and Annuity, Hartford..............- | soscce | svcvesce 62 67,030 6,149 456 50,619 750.473 253,400 
Blome, EWGGRIGG «oss cccsnsccccscvcscasvccseoesess 177 370,620 1,420 2,116,789 52,044 | 60,600 | 1,053,648 6,110,909 1,345,740 
Imperial, Detroit ......csccccseccsccccvcccceccsees | 67 233 000 76 279,000 | «+++... 3,105 52,865 | 134,089 120,293 
John Hancock Mutual, Boston...........-+sseeeee 15 42,500 322 591,882 6,843 17,647 1,197,979 3,070,227 238,866 
Manhattan, New York.....cccccccccccccccccccvces 82 129,319 494 1,056,281 31,032 25,150 1,838,185 11,433 196 1,602,031 
Massachusetts Mutual, Springfield...............+- 77 306, 387 664 2,233,712 54.481 103,137 1,851,944 | 9,012,380 679,730 
Metropolitan, New York.........----eeeseseeeeees 10 12,119 215 231,728 129,457 243,174 | 5 829,715 4.907,024 861,953 
Michigan Mutual, Detroit......-.....2.---es eee eee 520 878,507 | 2,831 4.310,144 51,355 140,550 | 700,593 1,953,115 175,887 
NEE, PU TOE. c cxcceccbsveunepesssccssssseos]| SEP 4,713,450 12,334 39,353,723 352,904 1,057,759 23,119,922 118,274,967 | 6,326,616 
Wie GROG, THOWUER 05 voicc ick nc cctsnses.ceceece 714 1,542, 6,572 16,948,559 283,545 519,905 7,064 666 42,110,662 3.276,597 
National, Montpelier .. ........cccccccccscecccoce 240 513,000 | 1,024 1,534,882 9.390 51,519 1,187,448 4,405 315 669,575 
New England Mutual, Boston..... Sinesnenees tere 9 32,334 562 1,221,407 25.422 29,920 3,379.913 19,073,431 2 503,348 
el ee 2 rrr rer reer re 1,744 7,512,755 4,637 13,605,743 221,440 505,899 | 21,590,845 82,506, 354 11,846,793 
Northwestern Mutual, Milwaukee......-.......... 1,088 2,472,394 4,438 10,358,778 201 181 391 405 6,860,119 28,653,011 3,836,881 
Penn Mutual, Philadelphia ...............sccceee. 323 794,000 1.745 4.799,5c0 26,088 173,043 3,000,271 12,538,093 1,838,424 
Phoenix Mutual, Hartlord .....s.ccccvcsessccovese 88 136,177 895 1,396,624 30,591 33,204 1,309,582 10,489,688 1,208,118 
Provident Life and Trust, Philadelphia ............ | 220 492.393 933 2,249,852 20,685 76,512 2,786 986 13,432,549 2,180,768 
Provident Savings Life Assurance Society, N. Y.-..| 278 1,029,000 1,133 4,378,100 43,000 59.577 1,002,314 371,932 177,197 
PeeOia, TOWNE. 6ccteccccccccesesesesevase thes | 37,603 4,179,855 | 17,866 2,115,460 9,193 62,073 | 3,013,351 1,967,309 555,243 
State Mutual, Worcester.......-..ccc0.ssccccesecs | 129 324,500 | 182 464,880 7,500 18,277 | 1,101,240 4,608,170 784,045 
Travelers Mutual life department) ........---.---- | 147 287,146 | 784 1,238,093 27,334 37,300 1,509 503 7:734,889 973,918 
Union Central, Cincinnati .........ccccccccecseces | 2,451 4.129.054 | 7.343 12,138,114 73.443 580,989 1,364,953 3,708,585 339,510 
SAE ONIN, SUNN 66610-0ccceceKenencbebeseen 52 66,913 | 763 1,049,409 40.958 28,040 984,875 6,006,545 287,899 
United States, New Wool .6.6.0.0.5.00cssec0sescess<< 129 | 211,980 | 560 58,600 6,700 34,610 1,023,460 5,698,275 611,560 
WOE, DOW FM cnc ciiscinsiseccacseciass 197 | 374,416 | 562 1,084,661 21,518 30,758 2,075,031 8,807,479 | 502,874 
eee ere oe | 83.762 | $167,202,839 | $2,243,891 | $5,510,119 | $133,934.007  $597,574,678 $72,926,195 





The foregoing table indicates that there were issued in Ohio during the 
year 1887, 50,851 life policies, covering $42,361,705.84 of insurance, 
Deducting from the above 37,603 industrial policies issued by the Pru- 
dential, and covering $4,179,855 of insurance, gives 13,248 as the net 
number of policies; and $38,181,850.84 as the net amount of insurance 
issued by the regular life companies—a gain over 1886 of 2615 in number, 
and a gain of $10,368,955.06 in amount of insurance. There was at the 
close of the year a gain of 7385 policies in force over the preceding year, 
exclusive of industrial policies, and a gain of $21,254,770.27 in amount 
of insurance in force, The losses incurred exceed those of 1886 by 
$389,465.02, while the premiums collected exceed those of 1886 by $868,- 
443.57. 

The year has been a prosperous one with the companies admitted to 
Ohio, nearly all of them having made substantial growth, not only in 
volume of new business, but also in every other element of strength. 


NEw ASSOCIATIONS ORGANIZED, 


The following new associations were organized in Ohio since the 
twentieth annual report was issued: Fidelity Accident and Weekly 
Benefit Company, Columbus; Mahoning National Life, Columbus ; 
Ohio Industrial Sick and Burial Company, Cincinnati; Peoples Mutual 
Accident of Ohio, Bellaire ; Security Mutual Accident, Hamilton. 


Lire ASSOCIATIONS ADMITTED, 


Since the twentieth annual report was issued the following co-operative 
associations have been admitted to the State: Bay State Beneficiary, 
Westfield, admitted April 12, 1887; Knights Templars and Masons Life 
Indemnity Company, Chicago, admitted April 29, 1887; Mutual Relief 
Society, Rochester, admitted May 2, 1887 ; Mutual Benefit Society, New 
York, admitted May 23, 1887; National Alliance, New York, admitted 
May 30, 1887 ; Union Mutual, Detroit, admitted March 20, 1888. 











Accident, Chicago, admitted June 30, 1887. The Fidelity Accident and 
Weekly Benefit Company and the Ohio Industrial Sick and Burial Com- 
pany have already ceased business. 


THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


On April 18 I issued to the Western and Southern Life Insurance 
Company of Cincinnati a certificate of authority tocommence business. 
Before issuing the certificate, I made an examination sufficiently thor- 
ough to satisfy myself that the company is incorporated and organized 
according to law, that its capital stock of $100,000 is fully paid up and 
invested according to law, and that it has on deposit with this depart- 
ment securities of the par and actual value of $100,000. It is the design 
of its managers to issue industrial policies and ordinary policies for 
small amounts. Its directors are reputable and substantial citizens of 
Cincinnati. The company has its existence in accordance with the forms 
and requirements of law; but character other than that indicated by the 
above statements it has yet to create. 





A Wholesome Recommendation. 


WHEN a member of an assessment company finds the membership falling 
off, while claims are being sealed down, it is time to stand from under 
and thus avoid the final crash that is inevitable. Superintendent Kemp of 
Ohio recommends legislation that shall provide that when a company 
reaches this moribund condition its charter should be revoked and the 
concern wound up. He says: 

‘The Citizens Mutual Relief Association of Wellington, at one time 
one of the strongest and most popular assessment life associations in the 
State, having suffered a decline in membership from about 10,000 to 
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1366, and not having assessed for the last eleven deaths in one class and 
the last nineteen in another at the time they accrued, has made a call to 
meet all their losses in one assessment. It assesses in one class $22 for 
each $1000 of insurance, and in the other, $38. The result is evident. 
The association’s days are numbered, and I do not hasten the event by 
saying so. No association of this kind can fail without bringing more or 
less discredit upon its management, and without entailing great loss and 
suffering upon a large portion of its presisting membership ; and unfor- 
tunately, within certain limits, the longer it has been in existence, and 
the larger has been the scope of its operations, the greater will this dis- 
tress be. 

‘The amendment of 1886 to section 3630, provides ‘ that no company 
or association shall issue a certificate for a greater amount than such 
company or association shall be able to pay from the proceeds of one 
assessment.’ The association may, under this provision, after it is not 
able to pay in full its maximum certificate, continue to assess such of its 
members as either, through ignorance or misfortune, remain with it, and 
it may even thereafter lawfully, as has been done in some cases, issue a 
certificate for a smaller amount. The truth is, that after an association 
has once been able to pay its maximum certificate and has declined to 
such an extent that it is no longer able to do so, its days of usefulness 
are over, and its charter rights should be immediateiy forfeited. I re- 
commend legislation to this end.” 





Death of President James Ferrier. 
At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Guarantee Company of 
North America, at Montreal, July 12, the death of the late president, 
Hon. James Ferrier, was officially announced, and the following resolu- 
tion passed : 

Resolved, That this board desires to record its deep regret at the death 
of its late highly esteemed president, the Hon, James Ferrier, Senator, 
and to convey the sincere sympathy of the directors of this company to 
the members of his family in their sad bereavement. 

That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the family of the de- 
ceased. 

The vacancy was then filled by the election of Sir Alexander T. Galt 
as president, while Edward Rawlings was elected vice-president and man- 
aging director. 





What is This? 


AN effort is being made by means of an ‘‘ imitation of typewriter” circu- 
lar, signed with a rubber imitation of a signature, to secure subscriptions 
to the stock capital of a company to be named in imitation of the old 
Home Insurance Company of New York. The circulars emanate from 
Kansas City, Mo., and that city is to be the headquarters of the concern 
should it possibly materialize. We have no doubt that the officers of the 
Home Insurance Company will be gratified to learn from the circular 
that “ the Home Insurance Company will soon become a favorite in the 
West and Southwest.” Weare also informed by the ‘‘ imitation type- 
writer circular” that the business success of the gentlemen promoting the 
enterprise (if that be the proper term to apply to such a scheme) ‘tis due 
to their well-known conservatism and straightforward business methods,” 
and are a trifle puzzled to understand how the stealing of a name that has 
been made valuable by hard work and strict integrity can be considered 
in the line of ‘‘ straightforward business methods” in the West. Itis not 
so regarded here, and if the concern’s policies, should it materialize, bear 
the name in large type and the location in small, as has been done in 
prior similar cases, a harsher term might be applied to the method by 
those accustomed to calla spade a spade. The Home Insurance Com- 
pany have filed a protest with the Insurance Commissioner of Missouri, 
and have requested him to endeavor to persuade these ‘‘ straightforward ” 
business men to adopt some other name. The circular states that ‘‘ the 
stock will be sure to advance in price,”” The stock, we believe, will not 
surely advance ; in fact, there would be greater probability of a decline. 
—Commercial Bulletin. 





MERE MENTION. 





—The Oakland Home of Oakland, Cal., has entered Kentucky, 

—The Union will hold its semi-annual meeting at Niagara Falls Sep- 
tember 5. 

—June fires in Boston numbered fifty-seven; the total loss was 
$56,861.39. 
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Thursaay 


> 


—John M. Foster has beea reappointed Insurance Commissioner of 
Pennsylvania. 

—Vienna, Austria, proposes to extend its water supply system at a cost 
of over $8,500,000, 


—Seven frame buildings at Hawkinsville, Ga., were destroyed July 13 
by an incendiary fire. 


—The North River Insurance Company of New York has been admit. 
ted to Massachusetts. 

—The tna Life Insurance Company of Hartford took possession of its 
new building last week. 

—The Guarantee Company of North America has declared a semi- 
annual dividend of three per cent. 

—Six men were killed and one injured July 20 by the bursting of a 
steam pipe on an Ohio river steamer, 

—The Fidelity and Casualty Company last week declared its regular 
semi-annual dividend of four per cent. 

—The organization is announced at Portland, Ore., of the Pacific Insur- 
ance Company, with F. E. Beach as president. 

—Insurance Commissioner L. L. Foster of Texas will accept our 
thanks for a copy of his report for the year 1887. 

—Boston’s fire losses for the first six months of 1888 aggregate $444,000, 
against $320,000 during the same period last year. 

—President Frank H. Sweetser of the Washington Fire and Marine, 
with his family, returned from Europe last week. 


—A barber named Winotirez of Paterson, N. J., has been sentenced to 
a year’s imprisonment for arson. He fired his shop. 

—The cost of maintenance of the New England Bureau of United In- 
spection for the first half of this year was close to $3800. 

—We are indebted to Insurance Commissioner J]. C. L. Wadsworth of 
California for a bound copy of his report for the year 1887. 

—-Though his income be slender and uncertain and his other posses- 
sions shadowy, call no man poor who owns a life assurance policy.— 
The Equitable Record. 

—At the burning ofa large furniture factory on West Twenty-seventh 
street, New York, on Thursday night, scarcity of water again hampered 
the fire department greatly. 

—The New York Board of Fire Underwriters at last week’s meeting 
decided to levy an additional assessment toorganize and keep up a 
bureau of inspection in New York city. 

—A dispatch from Adelaide, Australia, says that the British ship Star 
of Greece, Capt. Harrower, from London, has been wrecked in Aldinger 
bay, and that twenty persons were drowned. 

—The Connecticut Indemnity Association of Waterbury, Conn., sends 
out acolored lithograph of a pretty littke maid among the grasses and 
flowers, as a wall decoration by which it may be kept in mind. 

—The Standard makes the fire losses in the United States reported 
last week $2,149,000. This makes the total since January 1 $63,837,000, 
at which rate the losses for the year will aggregate $115,922.905. 

—At Needham, Mass., one of the two hand engine companies, No. 
1, has got mad and disbanded because the Board of Engineers refused 
to have its engine painted in a different style from that of No. 2 com- 
pany. , 

—THE SpEcraTor is indebted to The Insurance Record for a copy of 
the Insurance Directory of New York, Brooklyn and Jersey City for 
1888-89. It appears in its usual style, but considerably enlarged and im- 
proved. 

—The assets of the Charter Oak Life of Hartford are reported as hav- 
ing netted the receivers just $140,000. There is said to be considerable 
property yet remainirg unsold in the West, which will be disposed of as 
soon as possible. 

—The amount to be spent during the next year on irrigating works in 
California is estimated at $15,000,000. It is calculated that the value 
of the lands to receive benefit from these works will be increased by some 
thing like $100,000,000. 

—~A letter from a fireman at Duluth, Minn., which described the fire 
and water services of that city as being in a wretched state, was recently 
printed in a Chicago insurance journal and led to an immediate investi- 
gation of the facts by the insurance men. It appears that the statements 
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contained in the letter were greatly exaggerated in some respects, but 
that for the present size of the city the department is inadequate and more 
apparatus and men are greatly needed. 

—Insurance Commissioner Philip Cheek, Jr., of Wisconsin was in 
New York last week. While here he made an examination of the affairs 
of the accident branch of the Provident Fund Society, which proposes to 
enter that State for business. : 

—The New England Live Stock Insurance Company, office No. 3 
Hamilton Place, Boston, has been organized, with John A. Harwood, 
president, G. W. Barton, vice-president and general manager, E. Litch- 
field, secretary and treasurer. 

—The Detroit Free Press calls attention to the good work done re- 
cently by the fire tugs on the Saginaw river. It says that two exten- 
sive mill plants have been lately saved by them from the flames when 
no other means of protection were available. 

—The St. Paul (Minn.) Jobbers Union has protested against the recent 
advance in rates on buildings over three stories high, and requested a re- 
turn to old rates. The Union aserts that a careful test has shown that 
the water supply is not inadequate, as was charged. 


—A cable dispatch from Rouen, July 19, says: ‘‘ Fire broke out to-day 
on the Spanish steamer Asturiano, at this port from New York, and 
caused a tremendous explosion, there being on toard a cargo of 8840 
barrels of petroleum. Eight of the crew were killed.” 


—Of the six persons drowned by the capsizing of the steam launch 
Olivette in Newark bay some weeks since, four were insured in the Pru- 
dential of Newark. Of the twenty who lost their lives about a year ago 
in the sloop Mystery one-fif.h were insured in the same company. 


—The Kaufman Milling Company of St. Louis, whose mill was burned 
June 8, is sueing the city for $150,000 on the ground that the fire was 
caused by fireworks set off in honor of the Democratic convention. The 
company claims that the city had no right to permit such a display. 

—‘‘George, I believe you have no heart.” ‘‘Oh, you're wrong, Nel- 
lie.” ‘‘I’m not; you're perfectly heartless.” ‘* Well, it’s kind o’ queer, 
A life insurance agent refused to issue me a policy yesterday, because 
the doctor said I am afflicted with heart disease.”— Nebraska State Fournal, 


—The Pittsburgh Board of Underwriters has passed a resolution call- 
ing upon the Allegheny city council to improve the water service in that 
part of the city bounded by Ohio, Lacock, Federal and Chestnut streets. 
Larger mains are asked for there and the repair of fire hydrants all over 
the city. 

—The Erie Railroad, as a protection against fire, has adopted at its 
Jersey City terminus a similar system to that of the Pennsylvania, A 
land and a fire tug force has been established, each under a chief and 
assistant chief, and the alarm system includes twenty-eight boxes, located 
at important points, 

—The Montreal Gazette says that a $20,000 fire in a factory in that city 
the other day could have been nipped in the bud had it not been for 
the 200 or more telephone wires strung in front of the building, which 
had to be cut through with axes before a ladder could be raised anda 
stream got on the flames. 


—The Hartford Courant concludes an editorial entitled ‘‘Fire Traps 
about Home” with the words: ‘‘We all know that there are oppor- 
tunities for terrible losses of life right here in Hartford, and when the 
loss comes there will be a hundred ‘I told you so’s.’ Why not pre- 
vent all this by having some one responsible ?” 


—At the seventh annual general statement of the Employers’ Liability 
Assurance Corporation at London, May 10, the annual statement of the 
directors to March 31 showed premium receipts of £213,573, and losses 
paid and outstanding of £106,347. A dividend of three shillings a share, 
equal to seven and one-half per cent on the paid-up capital, was declared. 


—Advices from Port au Prince, Hayti, state that 1000 houses were 
burned there by an incendiary fire on the Fourth of July. A second fire 
of the same origin a few days later consumed another large part of the 
city. Two men were shot later for trying to start a third fire, and the 
place had since been patrolled by troops. -An uprising took place, but 
was suppressed. 


—At Minneapolis, Minn., Mathilda Lundborg is sueing the Single 
Men's Endowment Association of Minnesota and asks for the appoint- 
ment of a receiver, She says that the company agreed to pay her $2000 
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within thirty days after her marriage. She was married, the association 
wouldn't pay and she got judgment against it for $1177, but the judgment 
was returned unsatisfied. Mary Forsberg is also sueing the association. 

— When an alarm of fire was turned in at Peabody, Mass., some days 
since, five minutes elapsed before the hook and ladder truck left the cen- 
tral station, while Steamer No. 1 did not start. All the horses except 
one, which belonged to Hose No. 1, were at work for the street depart- 
ment some distance away. Peabody will suffer a heavy loss from this 
custom some day. 


—-In a notice in THE SpecraTor of last week of the transfer of certain 
agencies to Geo. H. Binney of Boston, by a sl'p of the pen the Milwaukee 
Mechanics was credited with assets on July 1 of $655,088, and net sur- 
plus of $117,266. These are in reality the figures of another company. 
The statement of the Milwaukee Mechanics of July 1 gives assets of 
$1,479,673, end net surplus of $824,490. 

—A year ago F. L. Schaum, a clerk in the Drovers and Mechanics 
National Bank of Baltimore, fled, leaving his accounts $772 short. The 
American Surety Company of New York was on his bond and promptly 
paid the amount to the bank. Then it put its detectives on Schaum’s 
track, and a few days since he was arrested and committed for trial, 
within a few days of twelve months after his flight. 

—One life assurance company has hit upon a novel plan to extend its 
business in this city, An advertisement was inserted in the daily papers 
offering loans on salaries without publicity. Applicants for loans were 
informed that they could not be granted unless they took out policies for 
large sums in the specified assurance company. One accountant who 
applied for a loan of $250 was informed as a preliminary that he must 
take out a policy for $5000 in this company. As the gentleman in ques- 
tion was over forty years of age, he felt the premium would make too 
large a hole in the loan, and so declined the offer.— Canadian Fournal of 
Commerce (Montreal). 


—Spurred on by Mayor Chapin and the demands of the press the 
Board of Aldermen of Brooklyn has at last taken steps toward increasing 
the water supply of the city. At a meeting of the water and drainage 
committee on Monday it was decided to author‘ze the issue of bonds for 
not over $1,200,000, to be expended as fo!lows: Enlarging Ridgewood 
reservoir, $550,000 ; engine-house, pumping engines and new force main, 
$350,000 ; driven wells at Baisley’s Pond, $200,000 ; repairs of conduit at 
same place, $100,000. It is estimated that two years will be required to 
complete these improvements. 


—A committee of policyholders, who are not stockholders, last week 
made a thorough investigation of the National Life Assurance Company 
of Hartford, and reported that it ‘‘ has not one single loss due or in pro- 
cess of adjustment, and that it pays its losses promptly. Its losses have 
been remarkably light, only four in every 1000, due principally to the 
care taken in assuming risks. The ratio of assets to liabilities is also 
larger than in any company. The business of the company is largely 
with representative business men, and the directors are all solid and suc- 
cessful business men, and the company is conservative yet pushing, and 
on a sound financial footing, which is being bettered every day.” 





AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
—S. C. Warriner, agent for the Lion Fire, at Springfield, Mass. 
—X. B. Drexelius, agent for the Sun of California, at Cincinnati. 
—J. F. Lundberg, agent for the Equitable Life, at Worcester, Mass. 
—C. Church & Son, agents tor the London and Lancashire, at Lowell, Mass. 
—H. N. Baker, special agent of the American Insurance Company of Boston. 
—S. H. Cook, agent for the London and Lancashire, at New Bedford, Mass. 
—Ladd Bros. & Co., agents for the London and Lancashire, at Springfield, Mass. 
—Jas. Townsend, agent for the London and Lancashire, at East Boston, Mass. 
—Jordan, Lovett & Co., agents for the National Fire of Hariford, at Boston, 


Mass. 


—Moore, Tillman & McAtee of Louisville, Ky., general agents for the Oakland 


Home of Oakland, Cal. 


—Geo. Coker & Co., agents for the Dwelling House of Boston, at Cincinnati, 


transferred from F. Wendelin. 


—W. B. Post, special agent of the Niagara Fire for Ohio and West Virginia, 


with headquarters at Dayton, O, 
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New York State Companies. | Other State Companies Doing Business in New York. 
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$s aid Pp. | Pr $100, poe . a. Paid up. Per $100, : $3 
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|S 
——__ | -~ 
A $500,000 | $150. 63 | Jan., 88 TO) | sweeeee= 180 NS EE ae $100 | $4,000,000 | $183.2 |tJuly, 88 | @ 
Alb conaen | 178.05 |*July, 85 S| cceeres- | 150 Amazon, Cincinnati........--.-.--- 20 300,000} 124.15 tfuly.; "88 ; 4 
Alliance 200,000 | 133-44 | ------ we | see June2o,'88} 135 American, SS ESE 100 300,000 | 147.17 | |e ‘July, ’€8 3 | 107 
American 400,000 | 252.69 *July,’83} 5 |eb. 27,88) 162 American, Newark...... 5 600,000} 254.35 |*Mar. '88 5 170 
Peg " a ‘ American, Philadelphia. 100 500,000] 182.31 |*Apr., "28 5 165% 
y --| 25 200,000 | 264.01 s Jan. + 38 6 *|June27,’88) 159 American Central, St. Louis.......- 25 600,000 | 129.06 |*jan ~ae 4 | 108 
Buffalo German 100 200,000 | 466.23 yur “88 to |jan., '88) 300 Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco......- 100 2,000,000 97-91 |fApr., 1% | 113% 
Citizens 20 300,000 | 26.78 ; July, ’88- 3 Ju se27,’88) 114% | Armenia, Pittsburgh.........-.---- Too 250,000| 105.52 |*Jan., 87 . i a 
ICY ccccccs eco 7° 210,002 | 176.41 |*Feb.,’&8 4 July 23,88} 112% Atlantic F. and M., Providence....| 33K 200,000} 10:.21 |*Jan., 87 3 | 15 
Commerce. -.000--------| 25 200,000 | 187.14 | fAug., 88 2% | -------- 136 Boatmans F, and M. Pittsburgh....| 50 250,000] 94.79 | July, '86 3 | 
IN, DOE rncne cocecnsecece, 100 557,200| 123.13 |*Jan., '88 3 | 96 
Commonwealth seeeectee= Too §00,coo | 103.84 OP ee wore] seeeeens 105 California. San Francisco...........| 1co 600,000 | 135.29 |t,Apr.,"&8 3 130 
Continental ......------- 100 1,000,000} 192.09 sduly. ‘88 6.50 June27,’88) 175 Citizens, Cincinnati 20 200,000} 101.80 |* July,’ 88 4 | 450 
Eagle ...--------------- 40 300,000 | 314.09 |*Apr.,'&8 5 |May 4, '88| 210 Citizens, Pittsburgh. 5° 500,000 97.69 |*lan., "87 3 Toe 
Empire City...---------- 100 200,000 | 140,05 S july, (88 3 May 4, 88) 92 Citizens, St. Louis........-- 1co 200,000} 194.99 |*July. "88 5 125 
Exchange -....------- -| 30 200,010 | 143.50 |*Jan., '88 3% |June27,’88) 9» Commercial, San Francisco.-.....-- 100 200,000 | 123.40 |t July, '88 x | 125 
M ‘ ‘ . Concordia, Milwaukee....--.- --| 100 200,000} 126.21 |*Feb., "88 3 125 
Farragut -..------------- 50 200,000] 144.75 |*July, 88 5 Mar.26,'88 107% Connecticut, Hartford.............- 100 1,000,000} 139.55 |*jan., "88 4 | t5 
Firemens-....------------ 17 204,000 | 120.31 *July, ':8 3 June27,’88 80 Detroit F. and M., Detroit... at 2 356,000 | +01.72 l*July, "88 5 | agt 
Fire Association. -...-..-- 100 200,000] 121.71 | Jan.,’88| 6 |June 1,’88/ 100 BME, BUR seve cevnecser ene -| 100 200,000 | 135.27 |*Oct., 87] 5 130% 
German-Amenican -| 100 1,000,000 | 3rr.2r |*July,’’8| 10 Apr. 9.’88| 3co0 Equitable F. and M., Providence....| 50 300,000] 137.64 |*!u y ,"68 3 112 
Germania ...----.------- 50 1,000,000 | 167.21 |*July,’88 5 |July24,’88) 147% Fidelity F. and M., Cincinnati...... i. 200,070 | 100.76} ..2..... ~~ tan 
Fire Association, Philadelphia..... 50 00,000] 265.99 |*July, 88; 1 | 640 
Glens Falls 10 200,000 | 508.25 ig July. ‘33 S$ | ccecccee 275 Fire Ins. Co, , County of Philadelphia} 100 mare 130.98 leur "£8 3 | 172.85 
Globe ....-.-- eos 50 200,000 | 153.71 |*July, 88 5 |July 18,’88) 120 Firemans Fund, San Francisco-..... 100 1,000,000} 136.75 |tJuly, '8s 3 | 450 
Greenwich 25 200,000 | 324.17 | July,’&8| 5 Junea7,’ 88| 175 Firemens, Baltimore ......--.------ 18 378,000 | 130.56 |*Jan., ’&8 3 102% 
Guardian 100 200,000 | 95 51 |*July,’87 3 Oct. 1,'87) 70 Firemens, Boston ..--. 100 302,000] 251.36 |*Apr., 88 5 185 
Hamilton ......---.----- 15 150,000 | 160.23 [*July,’§8; 3 |Apr. 28, 786) 109 Firemens, Dayton.........-..- 20 250,000} 119 04 |*Jan., ’88 3 149 
a 4 : Firemens, Newark... 30 600,000 | 243.04 |t Apr., "88 3 | 200 
Hanover 50 | 1,000,000] 142.89 sjuly. + 88 | § May 15,88] 125 Franklio, Columbus...- 20 200,000} 120.3¢ |*Jan., '&8 4 | 100 
Home .-.. 100 3,000,000} 145.85 |*July,’83! 5 |June27,’8s| 125 Franklin, Philadelphia. 100 400,000 | 340.84 |+ July, ’88 s | 38% 
Howard....-...--. 40 400,000! 100.32 |4Jan., 87 3 |Jjune27,’88| 73 German, "Pittsburg aeacieees 50 200,000] 141.08 |*Jan., "84 6 | oe 
Jefferson --| 30 200,010 | 227.03 *Mar.,'88 s |July 20,88} 105 Girard F, and M., Philadelphia 100 300,000 | 303.48 |fJu'y, "88 6 400 
Kings County 20 150,000} 216.71 |*July,’83 6 |June27,’88} 160 Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids -.....| 100 200,000} 110.34 | Jan,, 83 5 Ico 
: i F - Granite State, Portsmouth....-. 10> 200,000] 10632/ .......- ig a 
Knickerbocker 210,000} 133 73 |*july,’87| 3 |July19,'88} 7234 | Hartford, Hartford... 100 1,250,000] 254.90 |*Jan.,’88 | 2yo 
Lafayette 150,000} 126.84 |*July,’88 3 |June27,’88) 76 SN PE ncgceswarencersvet con 300,c09 | 104.29 Trois oa oa 
Paberty........-- 1,000,0co| 101.81 | -------- -- |July 5,’88) 90 Ins. Co. of North America, Phila....| 10 3,000,000] 180.14 |*Jan., "88 7% | 265 
Long island. .. 300,000] 1ro.8r |*Jan., 88; 3 |July 13,87) 100% | Ins. Co. of the State of Pa., Phila...| 200 200,000] 175.02 |*Jan., ‘88 5 203% 
Lloyds Plate Glass a 100,000 | 142.57 |*Jan., °88 SF ims - 140 jersey City, Jersey City........-.- 50 250,000 | 132.03 |* july. '88 3% | 115 
ouisville Wisdweclaen. Louisville.| .. 300,000] 135.35 |*Jan.. '86 5% is 
Manuf’rs and Builders c_.| 100 200,000} 183.57 |fJuly, 33 1% |Apr. 1, ’86| 120 Manuf. and Merchants, Pittsburgh_| 50 250,000} 112.35 |*July, 86 4 110 
Mercantile sen camamcdibe 50 200,000} 103.09 |* July +88 3 |Mar.2r,’88) 62 Marine, St. 100 200,000] 107.98 |*June,’87 3 94 
50 200,000 | 126,00 |* jan., ’88 3 |Apr. 18,8: 73% Mechanics, Philadelphia 25 250,000 | 149.26 |* July, ’88 4 168 
preeme Plate Glassa| 100 100,000 | 175.44 *July, 38 5 |june 6,’88) 165 Mechanics and Traders, N. Orleans.| 1co 375,000] 132.59 |*July, ’88 5 112 
eae 50 200,000 | 184.04 |*July,’£8 5 |Juner3,’88] 131 Mercantile Cleveiland........-..-.- 100 200,000 | 135.72 |*fan., "S8 24% | t10 
; , ; Mercantile Fire and Marine, Boston) 100 400,000 | 130 39 |*May, ’88 4 | 17 
National ............-..- 37% 200,000 | 131.02 |*July, '83 4 |May12,’88] go Merchants Providence.........-... 50 200,000 | 160.75 |* July, '88 3 110 
New York Bowery-....-- 25 300,000 | 163.95 |*July,’88 4 | Julyr3,'83) 10732 Meriden, Meriden..........-...... 66% 200,000; 138.15 |* July, "88 4 125 
New York Equitable -...| 35 210,000} 244.78 |*July,'88 5 |Juner2,’88} 159 The Merchants, Newark-........... 25 + 400,000] 216.81 |*;an., '88 5 165 
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